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ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE AREAS 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Environment) [9.04 am]: I am pleased to 
advise the house that the government is taking steps to improve public access to information regarding 
environmentally sensitive areas, referred to as ESAs. ESAs are currently declared by notice under section 51B of 
the Environmental Protection Act 1986. The Environmental Protection Amendment Bill 2020 currently before this 
place proposes that these be prescribed in regulations. This change will improve the approach to consultation and 
provide for parliamentary oversight. 
The effect of ESAs is that the exemptions for low-impact routine land management activities in the 
Environmental Protection (Clearing of Native Vegetation) Regulations 2004 do not apply. In these locations, 
clearing may still be allowed but a clearing permit is needed. In fact, many hundreds of permits have been granted 
within ESAs. I am aware that there are some stakeholders who would like to see more transparency of information 
on ESAs and what these ESAs mean for land uses. 
Environmentally sensitive areas were the subject of an inquiry by the Standing Committee on Environment and 
Public Affairs in 2014, and are a focus of the current Standing Committee on Public Administration’s inquiry into 
private property rights. 
Information on ESAs is currently available on the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation website, 
which includes a mapping system and is also available on Landgate’s Shared Location Information Platform. It is 
acknowledged, however, that these mapping systems can be relatively complex to use. The department regularly 
responds to public inquiries regarding ESAs and provides detailed, site-specific advice on the presence of an ESA 
and whether a clearing permit is needed. 
The government is aware that there is continued uncertainty about ESAs and acknowledges the importance of 
reliable and accessible information. To address this, Landgate’s property interest reports will soon include ESAs. 
Landgate provides property interest reports, which are available to buyers, real estate agents, developers and 
owners for a fee of $60. These provide information on relevant interests for a property and contact details for more 
information. The addition of ESAs to Landgate’s property interest report will increase the availability of 
information on ESAs. Landgate’s report is frequently used to determine any requirements for land use. Property 
interest reports also include details about native vegetation, which will assist inquirers to understand the effect of 
an ESA where it intersects with a property. It advises owners and future owners of land with native vegetation 
about the clearing provisions of the EP act and directs people to the Department of Water and Environmental 
Regulation for further information. The Department of Water and Environmental Regulation will continue to 
maintain its map viewer showing ESAs and provide accurate, timely advice to those inquiring about the location 
of an ESA and what it may mean for them. 

The department will be notifying all key stakeholders about this change over the coming days. I am confident that 
this additional step will improve the transparency and accessibility of information about ESAs. 
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